[Candidiasis of the liver following successful chemotherapy of acute myeloid leukemia (Fab type 6) and recovery with oral fluconazole therapy].
The spectrum of disseminated candidiasis includes both an acute and chronic presentation. In contrast to the acute form, chronic disseminated candidiasis (hepatosplenic candidiasis) often occurs late after granulocytopenic episodes in patients undergoing chemotherapy, usually for acute leukemia. We discuss a female patient who underwent extensive successful chemotherapy for acute myelogenous leukemia (FAB type 6) and who developed chronic hepatosplenic candidiasis 19 months later. Therapy with amphotericin B and flucytosine was not successful and a cure was effected only after long-term oral fluconazole treatment. Diagnostic problems, possible reasons for the observed failure of amphotericin B treatment, and the current use of fluconazole in disseminated candidiasis are discussed.